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THE HISTORY OF DISABILITY 

ÅDisability History started in 400 B.C.  

ÅDisability meaning is a physical or mental condition that 

limits a person's movements, senses, or activities.

ÅThe first residential facility for the feebleminded in the 

united states opened in 1848  called the ò experimental 

Schooló located in the city of Boston. 



BACK THEN 

ÇThose with intellectual Disabilities were not treated fairly

ÇThey were denied the right to autonomy 

ÇGiven up for adoption 

ÇTreated as no human value 

×For centuries, society as a whole treated these people as objects of fear and 
pity



SOCIETAL VIEWS

æViewed as monsters 

æDeformed 

æUseless

æWorthless

æUnworthy of society

æIlliterate  

æMisfits 



WHAT IS STERILIZATION  

ÅSterilization is defined as the elimination of the ability of a person or animal to 

produce offspring, as by altering or removing the reproductive organs.

Å In Delaware 

ðSterilization occurred between 1923 -1963.

ðThe first law was passed in 1923 

ðThere were 945 Sterilizations in Delaware

ð50% Female ð50% Male 



STERILIZATION 

ÅUsed to prevent the spread of mental diseases 

ÅThey wanted to stop propagation 

ÅCriminals, Homosexuals, those with mental Illnesses, disabled, feebleminded, insane, low IQõs, 

Ethnicity, were all sought to be sterilized by doctors order. 

ÅClose to 1/3 sterilized were considered mentally ill while more than 2/3  were considered 

mentally deficient.

ÅThe highest rate of sterilization took place between 1927-1937 approx. 44 people were 

sterilized per year 



WILLIS LYNCH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_vWZlgQOz0#action=share

Sterilized at the age of 14 

Put in a juvenile detention center and was sterilized because they thought he was mental.

ʻNo facts 

ʻNo proof

ʻJust assumptions!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_vWZlgQOz0#action=share


IQõS 

People were diagnosed off their IQõs classified as

mentally defective, at the moron level, 

according to Doctors. 





òState Psychiatrist 

said yesterday that 

imbecility is inherited 

and that the children 

of moronic 

parents are likely 

to be morons ó 



EVOLUTION OF TERMINOLOGY 
Ð Idiot 

Ð Imbecile

ÐMoron

ÐRetardate 

Ð Inmate 

ÐMentally Retarded 

ÐMentally Deficient

ÐCrippled

ÐHandicapped

ÐFeebleminded  

Current

Ð Intellectual Disabled 

Ð Individuals



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE? 

ÅADA

ÅEmployment and social welfare polices 

ÅEducation 

ÅTransportation 

ÅRehabilitative Services 

ÅAdvocacy 


