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Meet our Council
Individuals with a developmental disability/advocate:

Daniese McMullin-Powell                  Derrick George
Deb Economidis                                   Arte Mays
Alvin Emory                                          Joseph Merritt
Dielle De Noon                                    Amber Rivard

Individual who now/ever lived in an institution:

Maitri Campbell - Advocate

Parent or guardian of child with a developmental disability or immediate relative as
stated above:

Nadine Chance 
Andrea Creed 
Patty Fazio 
Terri Hancharick
Michael Harris
Nancy Lemus
LeTonya Wilson

Members in accordance with other federal requirements:

DD University Affiliated program - Beth Mineo
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act - Dale Matusevich
Non-Governmental Agency Concerned w/Services for people w/DD- Susannah Eaton-Ryan
Rehabilitation Act of 1973- Cynthia Fairwell
Private Non-Profit Agency -  Pending Appointment
Older Americans Act of 1965 - Chris Oakes
Title V of the Social Security Act - Isabel Rivera-Green
Title XIX of the Social Security Act/Medicaid - Jody Roberts
Protection and Advocacy Organization - Laura Waterland / Marissa Band



Who We Are
The Delaware Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) is federally funded
through the Administration for Community Living (ACL) and is authorized by
Public Law 106-402 to address the unmet needs of people with
developmental disabilities through system-wide advocacy, planning, and
capacity building efforts that promote self-determination, integration, and
inclusion. More than 60 percent of the Delaware DDC membership consists
of individuals with developmental disabilities or their family members. The
remainder of Council membership includes advocates and state agency
representatives. This diversity enables Delaware DDC to better analyze and
improve systems and services within Delaware and ensure that the voices
of people with developmental disabilities and their families are heard.

What We Believe
The Delaware DDC believes that all people with disabilities can fully
participate in community life, and that supports should be provided on an
individual basis that honors the service recipients’ self-direction. Although
people with developmental disabilities have equality under the law; vision
and leadership are vital if they are to have equity in their everyday lives. The
Delaware DDC strives to create opportunities in the everyday lives of people
with developmental disabilities. We are committed to improving the quality of
services for this population in Delaware and to serve as an advocate and an
instrument of systems change. We look to a future where all people will have
the opportunity to be included and to exercise control over their own lives.

For more information on the Delaware DDC, please visit:
www.ddc.delaware.gov

https://ddc.delaware.gov/


Message from the
Vice - Chair

Message from 
the Chair

"The Delaware Developmental
Disabilities Council connects us to the
knowledge and resources we need to
engage with the community. The DDC
also loves to have your input and life
experience to share with other
families and those with disabilities.
Come, join us. We are good people and
so are you!"

-  Daniese McMullin-Powell 

“Understanding the importance of our
mantra A.E.I.O and U helps the community
understand the commitment the Council
has in improving the lives for all in the
Disability Community. Our strong
foundation of Advocacy leads the way as
we Educate and Inform not just the
decision makers but also insuring Outreach
to our constituents in the community. We
understand truly, by only Unifying all, can
we have a true inclusive society that helps
address the needs of all who want to be a
productive asset in his or her community.
We in the disability community have many
positive attributes to offer when we are
simply included in the thought process and
decision making.”

 - Michael Harris



A Message from the 
Executive Director

As the Executive Director of the Delaware Developmental
Disabilities Council, I continue to be filled with pride in our
members and in our work as we close out 2023. Thanks to
Council’s intentional community outreach and promotion of its
projects, we are enjoying greater visibility and understanding of
our mission. More Delawareans with disabilities and their families
are reaching out to the Council than ever. We are pleased to be
able to leverage our partnerships, resources, and understanding of
the disability services landscape in Delaware to provide those
contacting us with the answers they seek. Council and staff also
understand that the role of an advocate is not limited to the
Council table or the office. You will find us in our communities
sharing information and resources after overhearing conversations
in some very unlikely places such as the grocery store line. This
desire to learn more, help more, do more is central to our Council
and our work. I’m proud of all that we accomplished together in
2023 and look forward to what 2024 holds in store.

With respect,
Kristin Harvey
Executive Director
Delaware Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC)



Training
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Summit hosted by the 

      State of Delaware, Department of Human Resources
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 
Executive Directors Leadership Summit -Executive Director Leadership Summit,
Providence, Rhode Island October 2023
Delaware Tourism Summit 



The Council is working with Brian T. Cox to revamp the DDC’s website to
ensure information is in plain language to maximize accessibility and
readability for all. The revisions are to include plain language, insertion of links
to to resources/services links (ex. DE 211),  ensure language translation to
multiple languages, translate Council Bylaws, Position Statements, Annual
Reports, etc.  into plain language, and create a plain language companion
document for the overview of the Council’s Five Year State Plan. 

As of 11/30/23 the below items have been completed:

Website Sections: Home page, About Us, Funding, Videos, and Resources.
Documents: Who We Are, Goals & Objectives, Committee List, Council
Member Position Description, Bylaws, and Bylaws - Easy Read. 
Position Statements: Transportation, Sexuality, Support Coordination,
Restraint & Seclusion, and Inclusion. 
Meetings with Staff, Contractor, and Department of Technology and
Information I will happen in December to kick off design work. 

Council Website Overhaul with a
Focus on Plain Language

Plain language (also called plain writing or easy read) is communication your
audience can understand the first time they read or hear it.

Website updates will  be completed by May 2024   
https://ddc.delaware.gov/ 

https://ddc.delaware.gov/


Council continued their work with Donna - Marie King of Sage Marketing and
Communication to facilitate the 2023 Partners in Policymaking (PIP) program. The Partners
in Policymaking program took place this year at the Hilton Garden Inn  and was held one
weekend each month between February and September. 

Instruction and activities for the 2023 PIP program included: the history of disability/
advocacy, the legislative process, relevant legislation, vision board creation, assistive
technology, independent living,  Charting the LifeCourse, Delaware Vocational
Rehabilitation, self-determination, community engagement, social capital, Delaware
Division of Developmental Disabilities Services, mental illness,  universal design, and a
graduation activity. Eight participants completed and graduated from the program. Four of
the original participants have children/grandchildren with disabilities, four have
disabilities, and two are disability advocates. The participants bonded extremely well with
the staff members, with many forming friendships that will continue long after the
program’s completion. 

Below is a quote from one of the participants sharing the impact the PIP program had on
her life: 

Partners in Policymaking

“I came to Partners in Policymaking thinking that I knew a lot about what support is needed for people
living with disabilities. I couldn’t have been more wrong. I knew a lot about the history of the disability
rights movement, but I had no idea how much work still needs to be done. I work in educational
advocacy for teens and young adults living with disabilities, and Partners has opened my eyes to a
much bigger world of advocacy which now draws me in that direction. I live with anxiety, but I was
able to give legislative testimony about a bill which affected me deeply. I learned how to educate
policymakers about the struggles and needs of people living with disabilities. I met seven strangers
who gradually revealed their own lived experiences and opened their hearts in order to learn and grow
together on this journey. Those seven people became not just my friends, but my family, and our lives
will forever be interwoven in a priceless tapestry. Over the eight months, they taught me a lot about
who they are – but, more importantly, they taught me a lot about who I am. The debt of gratitude I
owe to each of them, the facilitators, guest speakers, and mentors for Partners could never be repaid.
I’m so excited for each of us to go do amazing things!”
-K. Manogue



Legislative Testimony

“When I first began advocacy training with Delaware
Partners in Policy, I was suffering from debilitating
anxiety.  Delaware Partners in Policy taught me the
pathways to be heard. This information is significantly
priceless as I learned early that one must have
knowledge of the legal process in communication with
our leaders. If you do not know how to ask, you will
never be heard. Learning how to be heard has lifted
immeasurable weight from me, as I now have a path to
share my information. This relief is a blessing for me. I
will forever carry with me the knowledge that was
afforded to me from each speaker that came to my class.
Specifically, I carry the images and stories of centuries
of parents that came before me with great pain. I am
driven to carry developmentally disabled families like
mine to greater heights, as did the parents before me.
My heart will never be whole again and will consistently
hurt after hearing their stories, and I thank Delaware
Partners in Policy for teaching me just how far we have
come.”
 - L. Rice

Partners in Policymaking

Thank you Representative Wilson-Anton and Representative Hensley for
participating and giving your feedback during our mock legislative testimony!

Scan this QR Code for more information about 2024 Partners in Policymaking  
or visit https://ddc.delaware.gov/index.shtml?dc=partners



Graduation
 Day

"Partners in Policymaking classes have impacted my life tremendously, as I
have gained a wealth of knowledge, which has lit a fire within my spirit to do
more for people with disabilities within my community. I've formed
relationships with classmates that have become family through love."
-M. Castello 

"Partners in Policymaking impacted me to have self-advocacy. I feel better
speaking out now. I can share my experiences with others now."
-D. Jeniece Chavis

"Partners in Policymaking has opened my eyes to know I am not alone in the journey I have with my
son, Vincent, and that he will not be alone in the future. There are people who care and programs to
help. However, there is more work to be done and we can be part of that work."
-M. Grothues

"When I first started the program, I did not know what to expect. After the first class, I was fully aware
of the expectations and from that day forth I was fully committed to completing the program. I have
learned so much from the program as well as all the participants. I especially learned that I am not in
this alone and that there are a lot of resources out there for me."
-S. Harris

"This class has made me realize more about the disability community." - J. Merritt, Jr. 

“Partners in Policymaking changed my life by teaching me how to advocate for others and myself.
Plus, by helping me to feel empowered. I’m glad I made these connections with my fellow classmates.
I am very grateful.”
-V. Terrell



Supported Decision-Making

Scan this QR Code to register for the Supported Decision-Making Summit 
or visit cds.udel.edu/mylife 

The Delaware Network for Excellence in Autism (DNEA), has partnered with the DDC, Center for
Disabilities Studies (CDS), and Jonathan Martinis, Esq. to lead a multi-day speaking series to
introduce supported decision-making (SDM) and to discuss how SDM fits in with the supports and
services available for people with disabilities. The Center for Disabilities Studies (CDS), through DNEA
and the Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities (LEND), collaborated
with the DDC to plan and lead a statewide event and health promotion initiative to improve
awareness and access to supported decision-making tools and resources.

My Life, My Decisions: A Supported Decision-Making Summit will include two components: (1) a
panel discussion; and (2) a small group/1:1 mentoring activity led by panelists. The goal of the
summit is to support Delawareans with disabilities and their families in exploring SDM with their
peers and generating an actionable plan to pursue SDM.  

This event is being held on March 7, 2024, from 1pm - 4pm at University of Delaware STAR Tower
Audion. See registration details below. 



Individual meetings will be held in Spring 2024 with Non-English speaking 
individuals to ask for their direct input on their experiences and interactions.
 in the healthcare arena. All of the information gathered will then be compiled
 into a final narrative report which will inform the development of the 
training in the next phase of this project.

Addressing Language Barriers

The Council is working with Marcella Saborio from
Qua Marketing for this project. The first phase is for
researching the reasons why families for whom English
is not their first language are often unable to obtain
proper home and community based services and
experience health care disparities.  The second phase
is to develop training and resource materials to assist
individuals to ensure they receive better health care
interactions and health outcomes over the course of
their lifetime. Future phases aim to implement and
share training and resources with Delaware healthcare
providers to help them feel empowered to provide
excellent care for all patients. 
Qua Marketing met with the DDC Staff and the DDC
Advocacy and Outreach Committee to finalize the
schedule and deliverables for this project which
include a survey, focus groups, and training materials.
A survey was developed in English and Spanish  and
launched to run from October 2023 - January 2024.
This survey is directed toward non-English 
speaking people with a disability, family member/caregiver and organizations/agencies who support
members of this community. 

Stakeholder meetings were held on November 9 and 14, 2023 to gather input on gaps that
professionals have experienced and see within their respective practices.



Housing

The Council is working with Marcella Saborio of  Qua
Marketing to develop and conduct a survey, key
informant interviews, and host a series of focus groups
to gather data. The data will assist Council with the
development of a training curriculum highlighting the
issues relating to affordable, accessible, integrated
housing for individuals with disabilities in Delaware.

This project was recently started in late 2023. The
contractor has met with the DDC Advocacy and
Outreach Committee and established a stakeholder
group. The stakeholder group will be holding focus
groups planned to start in early 2024.



The Council supported the University of Delaware Center for Disabilities Studies (UD/CDS)
2023 UDiscover Program. DDC representatives Kristin Harvey, Stefanie Lancaster, and
Rachel Engle delivered a workshop on systems-level advocacy that provided students with
a review of rights that are protected under the ADA, the importance of sharing personal
stories with legislators, and the do’s and don’ts of giving testimony. Gave the workshop
participants an opportunity to share what issues are important to them, shared tips for
talking to people who do not agree with them, and allowed time to practice giving
testimony with the group. Both parties agreed that a DDC curriculum addressing these
issues would empower students with greater knowledge and understanding of their rights
and increase their skills and confidence in advocating for change.

The Council also contributed funding to allow twelve participants (from all 3 counties) to
live in a University of Delaware residence hall with access to campus dining plans and
24/7 coaching support available. This eliminated the barrier of transportation and
provided a unique experience of live independently and to build confidence in their skills. 

One student expressed a high level of frustration that there are no other programs covered
by Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) that address the needs of disabled students
preparing to enter college. The parent asked with whom she needed to speak to advocate
for change, and UDiscover staff reminded the student about the DDC workshop on giving
testimony, encouraging the student to lead this advocacy effort. The student said he
always assumed people would listen more to his mom and had not really considered that
his voice had the power to initiate change.

The opportunity to live on campus was incredibly impactful for all of the students, many of
whom have never before had such significant responsibility for their daily routines and
decision-making. Through natural challenges that arose, students learned to communicate
and compromise with roommates, do laundry, keep track of personal belongings, navigate
campus, ask for help when needed, self-regulate technology use, and much more.

UDISCOVER



The annual LIFE Conference presents educational content and resources on emerging topics
and issues relevant to Delawareans with disabilities and their families. The LIFE Conference
Planning Committee creates each year's content carefully based on current events, issues
brought to the table by planning committee members, and past attendee feedback and
evaluation data. The LIFE Conference uses its content to promote and support full community
integration by focusing on four main topic areas of Legislation, Independence, Families, and
Education. The LIFE Conference empowers participants to become better advocates for
themselves and others by encouraging participants to be NICE -Network, obtain up to date
Information, Connect with providers and advocates in the disability community, and obtain
Education on topics important to persons with disabilities. Due to lingering concerns about
the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference was held in a fully virtual format. 

The DDC is proud to be the contract holder and primary funding source for the conference,
and to serve as active participants of the LIFE Conference Planning Committee. The
conference is a collaborative effort, with representation on the planning committee from our
University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD), state Protection and
Advocacy (P&A) agency, partners from other state agencies and non-governmental advocacy
agencies, and most importantly, people with disabilities and their families. Having the
intended audience at the table right from the beginning is key to developing content that
resonates with them. The 2023 LIFE Conference was held in a virtual format to ensure the
safety of everyone due to the COVID-19 pandemic. When the event is held in person,
registration is around 500 attendees. As we expected, registration numbers were lower for
the FY 2023 conference, with 345 attendees. 

The LIFE Conference registration system asks attendees to self-identify which category they
feel fits them best. LIFE Conference registration data showed that out of 345 registrants 61
identified as a person with a disability or a parent/family member of a person with a disability.
Registrants also had the option to share their gender identity. Of the 345 registrants, 75%
identified as female, 15% identified as male, and 10% preferred not to answer. All three
counties in Delaware were represented with New Castle County 52%, Kent County 28%,
Sussex County 14%, and 6% chose other. 

For a copy of a detailed Final Narrative Report with more detailed feedback form attendees as
well as marketing analytics this can be supplied upon request. 

 2023 LIFE Conference

Scan QR Code or go to website to register for
the 2024 LIFE Conference.
www.lifeconferencede.org

https://lifeconferencede.org/registration/
www.lifeconferencede.org


Living with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities (I/DD) and 
Co-Occurring Serious and Persistent 
Mental Illness(SPMI)

Qua Marketing and Short Order Production
House (a Bowstring Company) have assisted the
Council in creating a new documentary about  
people with DD/ID and co-occurring serious and
persistent mental illness. 

The production team met with DDC Staff and the
DDC Advocacy and Outreach Committee to
discuss expectations, develop an overall plan,
timeline, messaging, and create storyboards.
These activities helped to inform the
development of how the Council envisioned the  
flow of the documentary to be. 

The documentary was filmed on December 8th at
the Tatnall building and Legislative Hall in Dover. 

The Documentary focused on the lives of five
Delawareans from diverse background living with
I/DD and co-occurring SPMI. Through sharing of
their lived experience, background, and
perspectives, some common themes emerged.
These included: 

a desire to bring the conversation about
mental health out of the shadows
improving services for crisis response
health care disparities experienced by people
with I/DD and SPMI
a need for more training to empower public
facing employees to better assist people with
I/DD and SPMI

The documentary is slated for release  in July,
2024. 



LIVING WITH I/DD AND 

AND PERSISTENT MENTAL  CO-OCCURRING SERIOUS

ILLNESS

Greg Gouge, Laura Thien, Phoenix
Porter, Massango Bamba, Nancy
Lemus
Subject Matter experts Dr. Karyn
Harvey and Detective Joey Melvin
Senator Buckson and Representative
Smith
Qua Marketing
Short Order Production House (a
Bowstring Company)
Capital Police Department



Stay Tuned 
Scan this QR Code to register
for the Supported Decision-
Making Summit 
or visit cds.udel.edu/mylife 

MY LIFE . MY DECISIONS
Scan QR Code or go to website
to register for the 2024 LIFE
Conference.
www.lifeconferencede.org

2024 LIFE Conferene

July 2024 
Serious and Persistent

Mental Illness
Documentary Release

Partners in Policymaking
application deadline 

March 1, 2024
Scan QR Code or go to website to apply.  
https://ddc.delaware.gov/index.shtml?
dc=partners 

Upcoming Meetings 

https://shorturl.at/ouCOZ

https://lifeconferencede.org/registration/
www.lifeconferencede.org
visit cds.udel.edu/mylife
https://ddc.delaware.gov/index.shtml?dc=partners


OUTREACH 

Scan the QR Code
below to follow us on

social media!

Follow us:
@Delaware_DDC

Subscribe to
our channel:
Delaware DDC

Follow us:
de_dd_council

 Like us: 
Delaware Developmental
Disabilities Council





Emmanuel Jenkins
Community Relations Officer
Emmanuel.Jenkins@delaware.gov
302-739-7192

Hogan IV
Assistant to Mr. Jenkins

Kristin Harvey 
Executive Director
Kristin.Harvey@delaware.gov
302-739-3623

Stefanie Lancaster
Social Services Administrator
Stefanie.Lancaster@delaware.gov
302-739-7193

Rachel Engle
Fiscal Advisor II
Rachel.Engle@delaware.gov
302-739-2232




