MEMO

To: Joint Finance Committee
From: Marissa L. Band, Esq., on behalf of théofeling organizations:

Disabilities Law Program, Community Legal Aidcsaty, Inc.
Developmental Disabilities Council

Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Qiins

State Council for Persons with Disabilities

Date: February 20, 2014
RE: Division of Family Services (“DFS”) FY025 Budget

Please allow this document to memorialize the prtesi®en made by Marissa L. Band, Esq., on behalf
of the Disabilities Law Program (“DLP")the Developmental Disabilities Council (“DDC"),
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citize(fGACEC”) and the State Council for Persons
with Disabilities (“SCPD”). We take an interestthe Governor's Recommended Budget requests for
DFS, as youth with disabilities are disproporti@hatepresented in the child welfare system. It is
estimated that between 20 and 60% of young childrntering the foster care system have a
developmental disability or deldyPast research regarding foster care alumni expees revealed
greater rates, compared to the general populaifanental health problems (about 50%; compare to
about 22 % in the general population), includingtgoaumatic stress disorder (25%; compare to about
4 % in the general population) and major depres&6pro; compare to about 10 % in the general
population)’ In light of these alarming statistics, it is exsa that DFS be adequately funded to both
prevent and mitigate disabilities amongst youtthimfoster care system. To that end, we suppert th
Governor's Recommended Budget request to fund@nslexohort of youth to receive the Ready by 21
stipends.

We fully support funding a second cohort of youthseceive the Ready by 21 Program stipends. This
program includes a needs-based stipend programm Independent Living case management, for youth
aging out of foster care. The program assistsbddigyouths with basic living expenses such asties!

and transportation, and would help them to prorstability and independent living. The Ready by 21

! The DLP serves on the DFS Advisory Council andabalrates with DFS staff on behalf of our mutuémts.
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Program was developed in response to House JogliR®n 18 of the 146General Assembly,
which found that extending foster care services@modrams was needed to support young adults
transitioning to adulthood, finishing school, amthi@ving independencé. This is consistent with
federal policy recommendations; in fact the Natlddauncil on Disability recommends funding
transition programs through the age of24.

Further, the Ready by 21 Program is consistent thighState’s goals to improve the transition from
youth to adulthood for individuals with disabilgie The Delaware legislature has expressed a
commitment to improving this transition for indivdls with disabilities, via Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 34 of the 1¥65eneral Assembly, which established the Statesltian Task Force

for Emerging Adults with Disabilities and Speciat&lth Care Needs. The Ready by 21 Program is an
important step to realizing the goals of SCR 34yels as HIR 18. This additional support and means
toward stability will, importantly, help studentstivdisabilities whose education continues beyoge a
18 through the federal Individuals with DisabilgiEducation Act (IDEA). Without the Ready by 21
Program, students with disabilities may find thelves® unable to complete their secondary education
due to problems related to maintaining their hogisind transportation. Likewise, the Ready by 21
Program supports our State’s efforts to promoteleynpent of individuals with disabilities, including
the recent Employment First legislation. Suchr$ftrelps to ensure that transitioning youths with
disabilities do not experience everyday living s to gaining and maintaining employment. The
Ready by 21 Program enables youths with disalslitidive productive and independent lives;
therefore we endorse funding a second cohort ofiwgolo receive these stipends.

* The Ready by 21 Program was developed and endbysé HJR 18 Committee, which included memberthef
legislature, judiciary, DFS, Youth Advocacy Counand other community organizations (See BeyondREady by 21
Services for Delaware’s Youth Who Have Experiengester Care. Response to House Joint Resoluiph4bth
General Assembly; Report to Governor Jack Markedl the Delaware General Assembly, September 2012).

® National Council on Disability, pg. 142.



